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Proper Cclcbration of Christ¬

mas by Petersburg
7 Lodgc.

Tlmea-DIspatch ISuroaii,
100 North Kynamortt Street,
Potnraburg, Va., Deeenibcr 23,

An is uaual, and In obetllcnco to itfi
order of Ornnd Coniniander A. W.
Traylor, of Danvlllo, tho Slr Knlghts
of Apponiattos Cornmftndery, No. tl, of
thls clty, niet ln thelr ofly.lum ln Tnlib
Streot prornptly nt noon to-tlti.y l.o n.p-
proprlately observe the day. Tho tol-
lowlng scntimcht and rcsponso wcrc
dtunk:

Seiitlmrnt."To our Most Emlncnt
Grand Mnstcr Ilenry Wnrrc-n Utiffg
wlth Christmas groetlngs". May hla
future bc as brlght af: hls shlnlng path
of ochleveniont."
Uosponro by Grand Mnstcr."To our

Soldiery ot tho Temple tho Knlght-
liood of tho- Crosa the Brotherhood of
Christlun chlvalry two hundrcd thoti-
ftand strong.Crootlng and Godspeed:
Jt ls wlth profound emotldn and frrnte-
ful nppreclntlon that I rospond to the
suggestlyd sentlmcnt honorlriK me by
lts porsonal reference. Comrades, to¬
gether wo havo totiched hcarts and
handn ln Templar faU.li nnd works.
Tho preatlgo of the past tho power Ol
the present, the promlsc of the future,
inay well Inaplre u.s to contlnucii loyai,
loving aervlec for our cherlshed ordei.
Prosperous and strong to-day aa ncvet
before, lt ls ono of the world's inliiht-
iest forcos to tranalate tho truth ol
the latest Chrlstlan :n,-f,sase into holp--
fulnehs and universal brotherhood."

Thero are two Past Orand Com-
inatidcrs of Vlrginla Knlghts Templars
who are members of Appomuttox Oini-
rnnndory.RikIh Emlnent Slr Jamcs ii.
Blanka and nlght Etnlncrit .Slr John K.
Towncs.

.News ln f.rnrral.
T'etersbuif,' Councll, KniKhls of Co-

liiuibus, yesterday placed on ihe grftvo
of Sister Marlanu, ln St. .loseph'a Ccm-
ctc.ry, a bcautiful wreath of flowers,
ln tho centre of whlch wa« tbe cmbleni
of tho order, as a mark of respect for
her forty-flvc years us a Sister of Char-
Ity. Sister Marlana recontly died here.
The annuat aermon, which was to

have beon preached before A. P. Hill
Camp of Confeileratp Veterans to-rnor-
rmv nlght ln Tabb Street Presbyterlau
Church by the Rev. J. S. Poiter, D. D..
has been postponcd untll the follow-
Iiir- Sunday nlght.
DurlnK a porsonal dlfftculty on Syc-

amoro Street last nl^lit between two
young men, Llnwood Marshall antl
.Inmes Aldridge, the latter, ns alleged,
was cut on the head by the former.
The wound Is ellRht. 'Marshall was
bailed for hls appearance ln court on
Monday.

In a difnculty last nlght between Joe
Wllllams and FMward Parker, botn
eolored, the latter was -shot In the
back. Tho wound ls ndt danjjerous.
Wllllams escaped.

Servlces were held to-day In the
Catholic and Kplscopal "churchcs.
These churchcs are beaullfully deco-
rated for the seaabh, and the Christ¬
mas music wlll be very fine.

SUIT OYElll TItTVIAI. A.MOf.NT.

4'iri-ult t tititt of Auiberst Couuty ,\d-
JouriiM for 'I'rrui.

f Speclal to The Tinie*-Dlspat«j:h.1
A.MlICrtST. VA., December 2.'...The

December term of tho Clrcult Court of
Alnherst county adjourned Thursday
nlKht. aml Judge Gordon left for his
honit- at Lovlngstcn. The numher of
Jury cases tried at thls terhi waa small,
but a Kood dcal ot chancory buslness
was dlsposed of.' The cjectment sult
of Colonel C. R. Chrlstlan ainlnst A-Iss
Marlon Bulbeck, from the Walkcrford
scctlon, «ndtd cn Thursday^ with the
plalntlff takliiK a iionsult. Thia case
was brdught to try the titlo to about
ono-twenllcth ot an acre of land, ln
the posscsslon ot the defendant. and
clalmed by the plalntlff. Tho land in-
voived Is worth but a few dollars, but
both nsrlies made n dctennined ilsht
over it- Many people froin that scc¬
tlon attended the court as Witneasea
In thia case.

PIN'ED FOIt KKI.MMl Iddl'On.

Dcfcudnnt Alvi CUvc* Hond tn Obey
l.aw for Twelvc Moi»<li».

f.VNCimCRG. VA., December "..-,..
ln tiic Pollco Cjurt thls mornlng Cldiida
Daniol. a whlte inun, who was arrested
Bcveral days upro, plcadcd Kiillty to
tho charge. of solltng llquor without a
llconsc. I The llqtior was alleyred to
havo been sold In a storcroom on Sa-
lem Street.

Danlel was flned $30 and roqulred
to furnlsh bond In the penalty of $300.
the condition of whlch Is that ho shull
not vlolatc the Byrd law ngaln withln
twolyo months. The line was paid
vnd tho surcty furnished.

I.OSKS CO.NTKOJL OI'' (All.

I'rcvenlcd by Pole Krom UnshliiK Over
'I'tventy-Foot I£iuuankment.

[Spec.irtl to Tho Tlmes-DlHpntHi.J
LYNCHBURG. VA.. Deeenibcr 23..

Tbe streot cur opcrating between Main
Streot and unlon passenger station
got away from tho motorman to-day
and dashed down tho stcep Incllne on
Sovcnth Streot at tho curve, Into Jef-
fcrson Street. The car left the raila
and would havo goiio ovor a twenty-
foot embankment outo tho Norfolk and
Western tracks but for an electrli
llght pole, whlch demollshed tho front
of the car, a part of the car. how-
ever, extending over tho ivail. The
trlp was at tho tlme when thero were
no trulns, and the car wns without
paaaongers. When the car men saw
the car was unmunagcablo they jumpcci
and csenped injury.

K1LL15I1 BY TBAJN.

Stran^er in Uristol t'nllh fnder U'hcela ant
.Ucet.i Inotant Death,

[gpectal to Tho Times-Dispatch.]
BRISTOL. VA., December S5..lidwart

Kelly, a stransor, probably not oldor that
twenty ycara, and who savo hls home a:

covlneton. Ky., when releaacd from tho clt;
Jall here, was run down and kllled on t1i<
local railway yards to-day. Ho' ls bollevei
l,j have been tluown under tha wheels of ai
Dutgolnc frelght traln. which ho wua prob
Bbly attempthiB lo board.

Morrls.Croticb.
rSpecial to Tho Tlnies-Dlspatch.l

LYNCHBURG, VA., December 1'3,-
John Morris and Miss Laura E. Crouch
both ot Evlngton, Campboll county
Wero marrled here Thursday nlght, tht
Bltlclatlng minlster being Kev. W. K
Crubb, pastor of the Doarlngton Chris
tian Church. They wlll llvo at ISvlng
ton, whero tho groom ia a farmer.

R. G. Scott's Will Pnilmted.
[Speclal to Thn Times-Dispatch.]

LYNCHBURG, VA., Decombor 25..
Tho will of Robort G. Scott, Who dlet
last wock, has been probuterl in tlu
Corporatlon Court, Robert G- Scott, Jr.
and W. 10.. Scott, tho exeoutors naniet
|u tho wlll, nuallfylng and glvlng bom
|n penalty of $60,000. Tho ontlro os

lato goes to the wlfe and chlldren o:

|he test at or.

Upright Piano, $75
THE CRAFTS PIANO CO.,

IClIt'TU AND GltACK STHIDETS,
W niCHMOlVD, VA.

1.--:.

Amcrlca-'s gre;ito:r. tiiebioglu'ii nnd
frmmoxt islblc acllolar, Mr. Charles T.
Rtissoll, pastor, of Brooklyn, N. V. wlll
dellvor a public dlscourae, free to all,
in tho Clly Audltorluin, corner Cary,
nnd Llnden Klrcets, on Sunday, Decem¬
ber sflfh; at H o'clock 1'. M. '
Subject."Where nre thn dead?"
Mr. Rupsell is the only'man living

to-day who has been, as by superhu-.
man wlsdorn. enubled to harmonlzo
every text of Scrlpture, from Genesls
to liovolatlons, wlth "God's great
plan for human salvatlon." He has,
preaclK-il In every Clvlllze'd land under
the hGavena, '.'the Cospel of the Klng-
dom." Hla wrltlnga. "Blblc Helps"
and "Studles ln tho h'criptures," liave]been tranalated lnto the varloua lail-j
gtiages, aellve and extant. the circu-/
lutlon of v.tilch has spread out to ail|
natlona covcrlng the globo and passlng
the two-inllllon mark. More than
three hundred newapapera ln the
United States are publlshlng hla acr-
mons weckly. Hi» manner of speak-
Infr ln fiuont, clear and convlnclng.

Don't*'fall to hear him. Sea'ts free,
and no cnllr-etlon.

E-SEEKtRS
TBIISIT STATE

Party From Michigan Expected
to Arrive Within Few

Days.
[Spocial to Tho Times-Diapatch. J

LYNCHBURG. VA.. December 25..
The Chamber of Commerce ls advtsed
that John Ellsmere, an asslstant en-

glneer ln the Board of Public Works
of Battle Creek, Mich., left that clty
yesterday ut the head of a party of
Michignn home-seekers, who are to
vlait Vlrglnla for the purpose of atart-

ing a colony ln this State.
The party wlll vlslt a number of

sectlons of the State, and, it ls under-
atood, that it wlll bo here eurly dur¬
lng the comlncr wee(c, maklng this one
of the llrst polnts to be vislted.

lt ls underStqod that the party is
deslroua of locatlng at somo polnt
where a colony can be started for the
purpo.-e of engaglng ln general con¬
tract work. and for the purpose of
buylng land to Induce acttlers from
the West to hecome owners of homes.

APIMMXT.MENT nP MAItSnAL.

Pe-nnxjlvnnla Mnn Mn.v Get Hlt-h Pltiin
lll North t'lirolinn.

I .Special to The Tlrhes-Dfspatch.1
ASHKVILLE, N. C, December 25..Lo¬

cal Uepubllcans are much exerclaed ovcr
the foar that M. D. McKoe, a Penn-
sylvanla rhan, who has been living here
but a ft-w years. wlll be named as
United S'tut^'s marshal. Congressman
John C. Grant, an adminlstratlon Re-
ptlhllcan, who ls opposed by the Re-
publlcan State organlsation. is backing
W. I-:. Logan. of this clty for ap¬
pointment. and wlth falr prospects of
auccess, although he ls not strong wlth
the admlnlstratlon.
The appointment of Mr. Grnnt's sup-

portcr, I!. J- r.uther. a.s postmastor at
Blltroore will be held up In ihe Senate
nntil an Inveatlgation Is had of the
ntvthoil by which Mr. Grant. aecurcd
the removal of Mra. Fannle Rced.
The Congressman had been unable

to secure Mra. Keed's removal untll
he filcj affldavlts made by himself.
wlfe nnd daughter. with thn Poatruas-
tor-Genora.1, in whlch it was allegcd
that Mrs. Keod ha dtrled to brlbe him
to retaln her ln oJlice. No notlce was

glven Mra. Recd of the charge, and
she had no opportunlty to answer it,
and lt is this fenture whlch Senators
Overmap nnd Simmons will have in-
vr-stigatcd. Luthcr stands well and
there are no charges agalnst hlm. Ile
is lillhig Lhe oflice under a receas ap¬
pointment, and his name has not been
aent lo the S-'enatc.

AGED NEGUO BUKMSD TO DEATH.

Cbarrcil llndy Founii'ln Rtilns ot His
Suinll C'nbin.

| Special to Tho Tlnu-s-Ulspatch.]
ASHEVJDD.. N. C, December 25..

Burned to death in tho tlro whlch de¬
stroyed. the littlo cabln 1| whlch he
Itved a" lonely life.the charred body
of Htldsoii Vance, a negro, nlnety-
sevon yeurs of age. was found yester¬
day mornlng a short distance below
tho Weaver power plant. llve rntlea
down tho French Brouo, River from
Ashevllle. Deaplte his age, Hiidsbn
lived by himself, and was able to at-
tend to his wants, a colored family
llving nearby giving him somo at¬
tention. U is aupposed that on ac-
count or the cold weather Hudson
built a large flro in the old chlmney,
and that ho wus suffocated whlle he

Doylc.rtrooks.
[Kpc-cla! lo Thn Times-'Dlspateh,]

LYNCHBURG. VA. pecember 25_At
Bethesda Presbytorian Church last
niklit Iho marriago of Mlss Minnle
ISdith Brooks to Walter Thomas Doylo
took place, Rov. F. B. III11. of tho
Rlvermont Avenue Presbytorian Church,
officlatlng. Miss Lora Brooks was tho
brldeamald. and Mlss Minnie Brooks
waa the mald of honor. Wllllam Meeks
was tbe boat man, and "Whitney Wood
tho grnomsman.

Mr. und Mrs. Davls wlll llve ln the
clty.

Pcters.XTprtlke.
t'So'oclBj toThP Tlmes-Disnalch.]

LYNCHBURG, VA., December 25,.
Last o'vcndrg at tho study of tho Riv-
ormo'pf .A-venue Presbytetian Church,
Mlsa Tva Maude Updiko and Hnrold M.
Poters- wore mtitVrled, Rev. P. Bernard
Hill bolng the otllolatlng mlnlster,
They wlll vtsit.Jri)Redford county dur¬
lng'the holldays, after whlch they will
reslue ln th<? clty.

'., Hurt'onl.UukIm'k,
ryneelnl to Tho TlmoB-DlBpatch.]

LYNCHBURG, VA. December 2C.
Tho marriago of Mlsa Blanche Hughog
to Wllllam Burford took placo ln Cop-
teiuiry Methodlst Church, in Amherst
county. Rov. P. F. Arthur waa the of¬
ficlatlng nilnlster. Mlsaos Rona Dant-
eron, Mattie Lewla and Rona,.Tonnlnga
vyoi'e tho attondunts, and I'axton Hill
waa best niau.

DIES NOT KNOWING
OF HIS INDICTMENT

George P. Sheldon, Ousted Presi-
dcnt of Phenix, Must Answer

at a Highcr Bar.
[Speclal to Tho Tlmc«-Dispntc1i, ]
NEW YORK, December 25..Gcorgn

Preslon Sheldon, foriner presldent of
the Phenlx l-'lre Insurance Compnny,
ncctifled of defalcatlnns from t7io corri-
pany's fiindu of mord thnn ll.000.OM,
dle.d at Greenwlch, C'onn.. nt 7:30
o'clock thls mornlng. Mr. Sheldon had
been III slnce October and hnd had very
Ccw lucid Inlorvnls. ife had not been
told of the dlH'''>vnry of hls shnrtogo
hy tho .State Superlntewlcnt of fnsur-
nnce, and ftlthqugh he was Indlcted on
December 8 on two count?;, speclflcally
chaiKlng tho larceny of $15,000, ho
know nothlng about lt.
At tho dealhbcd were hla wlfo, who

was Mlsa Curolyn Pentlleton, nnd thelr
daughter, Mlss Carolyn Sheldon; hia
three daughlcrs by a formcr wlfe.
Mrs. Ocorge Wadsworth Gordon, Mra.
John Walcott Adarns and Mrs. Thomas
Buclalln Wells, tho latter wlth her
liusband, and hls two sons, Georgo
Prcston Sheldon. .lr., and Waldo Shel¬
don, tho latter a mlning englnecr ln
Mexlco.
Mr. SheldonV illness was caused l*yptomalne poisonlng. Inflamrnatlon of

tli<; ht-art followed.
Mr. Kheldon's condition became so

gruve Frlday that Dr. Lambcrt was
summoned hastlly from New York to
perform another operatlon, but he
found his patlent in such a crltlcal
condition that he dld not dare usc the
knlfe. Mr. .Sheldon sank Into a com-
atosc state Frlday nlght and dld not
rally before death. Two wceks ag-ohe became III. An offlctal report is-
sued by Stute .Superlntendent of In¬
surance Hotchklss charged him with
mlsappllcatloii- of funds, with forgervof reports to the Insurance company.wlth "wash sales" of unriuestloriable
aasets and recommended him to tho
crlminal authorltles of New Yorlc
county for such actlon as seemed prop-
er. The report Involved former oftl-
cials of the Insurance department. who
were sald to have "borrowed" lajrge
sums from tho Phenix Company.Among these men were some who have
been censured by the Armstrons in-
veatlgatlng committee for lax methods
of examlnatlon.

Invcstlfration of the affalrs of the
Phenix Company developed the charge
that Presldent Slieldon had forged a
page of the book of mlnutes for the
year 1893 In such a way aa to give
hlm power to do as he chose wlth the

URGES RECLAMATION
OF LANDS IN SOUTH

Importance of Making Productive Vast Areas of
Swamp Lands Pointed Out by B. P. Yoak-

um, Well-Known Railroad Man.
[Special to The Tlmes-Dlspatch.]
WASHINGTON, D. C, December 25..

The irnportauce and urgent need of
the reclanitttlon of unproductlve swamp
lands of the South and Southwest ls
strlklnKly presenled ln a letter to G.
A. Cole, presldent of tlie Farmers'
Unlon, by B. F. Yoakum, the well-
known railroad man, who la taklng a
leadlng part ln the deveiopment of the
States ln tho Mlssisslppi Valley. Mr.
Yoakum teils the peopie of thfc South
they ahould set buay on this questlon
of reclalmlng neglected swamp lands,
and as an Incentlve to action plctirrea
the practical resulta. that are llkeiy to
follow such ilevelopmetit.
This queallon of drainage Is carrica

home in forccful manner to Mr. Cole-,
who is a oitlzcn of Arkansas. Tnere
are G.000,000 acres of undevoloped
swamp landa ln that State. whlch. If
drained and settlcd, Mr. Yoakum ilera-
onstrate*. would incroase the wealfn
J500.OO0.000 and add u3 per cent. to
.Vrkarinas'B cntire populatlon. The iot-
ter speaka of the extatence ot the same

"neglected opportunltles" in the other
States of the South. equally as attrac-
tlve and InvltiiiK: for deveiopment.
This letter of Mr. Yoakum's, which Is

regarded by many Congrcssmen aa the
most effeetive word yet spoken in be-
lialf of the rcclalmation of the rich
swamp lands of the South, shows
that drainage is much less costly, and
produceg qulcker results than irriga-
tlon. lt is a practlcnl appeal to
Southern men to selze the'present as

the opportune tlme for the deveiop¬
ment of thelr sections. and will no

doubt attract widespread attention
Mr. Yokum's letter follows here-

wlth:
Dccembrr 13, 1009.

Mr. Yonknm's I.etter.
Dear Mr. Cole,.

ln refereuce to our correspondence
ntid talks on tho snbjcct of reclama-
tion of unproductlve swamp lands,
I wish to brlng to your attention tho
irnportauce of reclamattoh by drain¬
age of tho swamp landa of Arkansas
anti the Mlssippi Valley.
From a business standpoint wo are

jall intcrested ln such deveiopment,
'but the questlon goes far beyond the
advantage to any class of lndlvlduals
or corporations. There is no questlon
before. tho public at thla tlme so

prcssing ag thnt of Increnslng the
jquantlty of foodatuffs of this coun-

try. lt la an accepted fact thai tho
Iconsumptlon of food Is Increaalng at

j a greater ratlo than Its production.
Any proposltlon whlch involvea the
brlnging under cultivatlon more acrer
of land concerns not on'y tho man

or men who wlll own and cultlvate
that land, but tho mlllionp who -wlll
be supplied wlth Its products.
Much has been accompllnhed in tbe

Northwest in reclalmlng arid landa by
Irrlgatlon. This is one of the ivrosi
Iniportant works tho government har
undortaken. but irrigation of artc
lunds ls alow of reeults and expen-
slve eompared wlth drainage of 0111

swamp landa; besldea tho arid landa pui
under cultivatlon by irrlgatlon ar«

usually far from the great consumlng
centrea of tho country.
A transportatlon company la per-

feutly wllling to haul a carload of to-
matoes, potatoes, beets or other veg-
etables 1.500 or 2,000 miles from at

Irrlgatlon foff.r~ct» tho clty where ji
ls to be eaten, but that ls not good bus¬
iness for tho thrifty housokeopor. whe
ls tho ono that paya tho transporiatlot
charges on her supply of tablo vege-
etables. The more dellcato and lus-
elous frults nnd berrlea, whloh an

ralsed on exponsive Irrlgated lands
aro really luxurles conaumed ln ex-

penalve clty rastauranta and hotels, anc
ln homaa where cost of Uvlng does noi
have to bc conaldered. Those far-ofl
Iri'lgated farms do not produco th<
potatoos, lotnutoes, onlona, bonna. car

rota, etc, whlch aro used ln kltcher.i
of large, eongestod citlea, 'whero wnal
ttems of ;,a'aEt aro mattera of aerloui
Irnportauce. When wo entor fnshlan
abel ho.lola and reatatirants ln Nev
York. Chlcago and other oltlos, and or
der hnlf a cnnUloup at 35 to. -10 ceuU

GKOIIGE P. SIIKI.DON.

assets of tho company.
Most of the money Is sald to have

been lost ln speculatlon, 11 belng
charged that Mr. Sheldon for years
haj malntalned at least one margln
account in the name of the company,
uslng the company's assets as collat-
eral for hls speculatlons. On December
r, the dlrectors of the company rc-
moved Mr. Sheldon frum the posltlon he
had held twenty-two years. Two days
later he was indlcted. He was slxty-
two years old.

and oranges, grapea and luxurles from
expensive irrlgated farms, transported
2.500 miles by rall, we do not have to
count the cost, but the wives of nlll-
llons of the working classes must con-
slder every penny that is expended
for food.
There are in the Mississlppi Vailey

25,000.000 acres of land, an area cqual
to the State of Kentucky, wlth as rich
and as productlve alluvlal soll as can
be found anywhere ln the world. The
go'vernme'ni'a Bureau of Dralnage haa
made several surveys of districts in
Arkansas, Mississlppi and Loulsiana,
and its estlmatea of the cost of draln-
ing these lands ready ror cultivation
ls an average of $4.S6 per acre.

PoMMlbflKies ln Mhmlsfllppl.
On the assumptlon that the Mis¬

sisslppi Vailey would be divlded Into
farms of an average of elghty acres,
which would provlde .112,500 farmers
with comfortabte homcs, and that there
would bc seven persons. Includlng chil-
dren. to the farm. It would incrcase the
population of that sectlon 2,200,000,
whlch would be added to by the popu¬
lation of numerous thrlfty towns.
These lands would immediately appre-
ciate in valne over thelr present tigure
not less than $30 per acre. a total In¬
crcase of $750,000,000 on land values
alone, to say nothlng- of the farm, ma¬
chinery. Hye stock and other property
that constltutcs a thrlfty farming coin-
murilty, Tlie'annual products of the
Mississlppi Vailey awalting dralnage,
at the low average of $20 per acre.
would bc worth $500,000,000 annually to
the farmers cultlvatlng these lands.

In the State of Arkansas dralnage
and its results Is merely a matter ot
mathematical calculation. In Arkansas
there are 6,000,000 acres of swamp
lands awalting dralnage whicli, as
shown by government reports, will
cost $G.SS per acre to preparo for cul¬
tivation. Wo all know that unpro-
ductlve swamp landa hold at from $S
to $10 per acre, after dralnage sell
for from $50 to $100 per acrt. depend-
Ing on location. so It Is safe to say
that the swamp lands of Arkansas
when drained would enhance in value
$35 per acre. Thls would add $210,-
000,000 to the value of the fnrm lands
ot your State. Using the same basis
as for the Mississlppi Vailey, of
elghty acres to the farm. it "would
bring into cultivation 75.000 addltional
farms from lands that are now pro-
ducing nothing. With seven porsona
to tho farm, it would mean an ln-
crease ln the rural population of Ar¬
kansas of 525,000 peoplo ln aec-
tions of tho State that are now use-
less, addlng 50 por cent. to the entlre
population ot the State.
Tho antiual productfon of these

6,000.000 acres at $20 per acre
would mean an addltional inconjc to
tho farmers of Arkansas of $120,000,000
annually. Viewlng It from another
stnndpoint, an investment of $-11,000,000
for 'tho dralnage of tho swamp landa
of Arkansas would Increase the wealth
of tho State $500,000,000. To show the
results in unother way, under a com-
prehenslve dralnago plan, the wealth of
Arkansas would be increasod ?12 for
each $1 Invested ln dralnage.
Urclumatlou Compnred Wlth. Irrtgatlou.
By comparlsoii only, not for crlticlBm,

we would say that tho government'a on-
terprises 44 the Northwestern States
cost for roclamatlon of the arld lands
by Irrlgation an average ot $35 por
acre, whllethe swamp lands can be
placed under cultivation Eor an avorage
of $5.50 per aero. Tho results from
lands reclalmod by dralnage aro im-
medlato. Catials and dltchea put ln
during tho surnmor and wlnter months
make the landa ready fnr ouUlvatlon
and produco a orop the followlng
sprlng,

Trrlgation projects rectiiiro a largo
amount ot ongineortng work, and ln
sarno casea several years to control
tho water for irrigutlhg the landa.
The awanip landa of your Stato and

othor Southern States, when drainod,
wlll furnlah farm,and garclen produiits
for the kitohena of. tlio populous cltto«
of Chlcago, St. Louls, Kansaa Clty,
Clnclnnati, Clevoland and many others
whoro mllllon's aro to be foddnlly,
whllo tho ,lvr|ga,tqd landa produce tqx
compiuatlvoly fow in number arM al

You have honored us during the year now all but
gone with the^ largest business enjoyed by any music
house in Virginia.

Our own past records have been eclipsed by the
showing for 1909 and we desire to heartily-thank a gen-
erous and discriminating public for a year of unprecedented
prosperity.

So, in wishing you

A Merry Christmas
and a

Happy New Year
we take occasion to pledge ourselves, as manufacturers and
retailers, by the reliable quality and fair price of our goods,
to merit a continuance of the confidence you have always
reposed in the

fia&lePiaiw f^amfiam/
(Incorporated.)

"Richmond's Music Department Store.The Piano Cenlre of tbe South"
213 East Broad Street. Phone, Madison 2734.

too fancy prlces for the worklng
classes.
Do not understand me as talklng!

agalnst irrlgatlon. I am for lt. Itl
ls lmportant work and must be pushed
forward. What I.do say Is that so
much more can bc done with the same
amount of money in reclalmlng swamp
lands. the results ot which will be Im-
medlato wlth the productlvenesa whero
lt ls most needed. The'reclamatiori of
such lands should have immediate con-
slderation.
Government nld for drainage is not

wlthout precedont. ln Franee onc-
thlrd of the cost of larp-e drainage pro-
jects ls borne by the government,
one-aixth by the State. and tho balaucc
by the owners of tho land. As re-

cently aa 1500 Italy approprlatcd J18.-
030,000 for drainage work. The gov¬
ernment of England fios at varlous
times come to the aid of drainage pro-
jects, and is now considerlng oxtcndlng
this work in the aid of Its agrlcultural
deveiopment. In our Southcrn Slatcs,
where drainage Is so lmportant, It
would be falr to all interests if the
property to he benelUed were taxed
one-thlrd of. the cost, leavtng two-
thlrds to be advanced by tho Federal
government and by the States, umfer a

law whlch would safeguard the gov¬
ernment ln Its loans, which tho prop¬
erty owners would refund to the Fed¬
eral government and the States. wlth
a reasonablo Interest charge for the
use of the money loaned.
A3 a Southerner, I dealre to say that

POPULAR CHURCH SOLOIST

Webb B, Hill, who came to Rlchmond
early ln Octobor to become sololst nnd
dlroctor ot muslg at the Church of tho
Covonant, ls a natlvo of Chlcago, wli>ro
in hla early youth he began the stucly
of music, Ho apent slx yeora ln Bos-
ton. whero ho held poaltlona us aollst
ln several pf the churolies,
IU hoalth l'oi'ced Mr. Hill "to scok Iho

cltmato of tlio South, nn,i,.s**ai' three
years he waa at thohoad o'f-'ihe John
13. Stetson Univoralty, at Doland, FU>.,
which lnstUution oouferred tipoh httn
an honornry degree. Mr. Hill haa alao

the South llghts too much for the dead
Issues of the past. I do not rcfer en-

tlrely to the Clvll War between the
States, Its tradltlons and feellngs.
Whlle not forgcttlng the past. let us

organtee to llght for tho future.
"f!i> South, Voudb Man."

Mr. Wllson, Secretary of Agriculturc,
recently sald: "Go South, young man."
Ile no doubt had ln mlnd the ovcr-
looked opportunltles In the States of
Alabama. Arkansas, Florlda, Georgla,
Mlsslsalppl. Loulalana, Maryland, Ken-
tucky, Mlssourl, North Carollna, Ofc-
lahoma, South Carollna, Tenneasee,
Texas, Vlrglnla- and West Vlrglnla,
comprislng a total acreagcof 613,000,-
000 acrea, wlth only 115,000,000 acrea
under cultivatlon. In your State only
20 per cent. of the land is in cultiva¬
tlon. whlle ln lowa 85 per cent. ls iu
cultivatlon. Only one acro out of errery
seven In Loulaiana is improved, whlle
over seven acres of every ten in Ohlo
are nnder cultivatlon. Only 7,OOT),001
of the 29,000,000 acres of Misslsslpp'I
have been Improved. whlle elght out
of ten acrea ln Illlnois are tlllod.
Texas haa 16T.000.000 acrea of land,
wlth only 10,003.000 ln cultlvatlort.
Thla vast dlfterence ls not caused

by tho fertlllty of tho sotl, but Is
ainiply neglected opportunltles.
Tho enterprlsing men of the great

Far Weat and Northweat have or-

ganized, and they havo induced the
government to contract to advance
$11-1,000,000 to reclalm arid lands hy
Irrlgatlon. This is good work- The

hatl.oonaWerable exporlence ln dlrect-
Ing concort totirs.

Hluce comlng to Rlchmond Mr, H1H
has taken an acttvo part tn tho nuialca,:
llfo of tho clty, appearlng In sonp
recltals beforo tho Woman's Club aiu
at tho .Toffcraon Hotel. Ho has formec
a ohorus of twcnty-ttve volcea nt tht
Church ot tho Covonant, and thls. fea-
turo oC ihe sorvlcoa hua bceonve verj
popuiar with thn members of the con.

grogntlon. Mr. 1I1U poasossos a well-
'cuitlvated tonor volce ol hlgh am
clear ratlge.

country necds such deveiopment. The
aame effort should "be dlrecte<j to-
wards gettlng aid for the drainage of
the rlch lands of the South. It costs
less and the rcsults are qulckcr and the
reclalmed lands cloaer to tho populous
clties. Lands deep wlth rlch soil, equal
ln cxtont to a European emplre, only
a few mlles from the great markets.
awalt redemptlon for tho farmers.
Money wlll be nceded, and money wlll
be provlded if tho Southem people.or.-_
ganlze and are wflllng to havo thelf
country go forward as other sectloiis
aro progreaslng.

This questlon Is one of great pub.llc
importance, and this ls an opportune
tlme to piish It.

Yours very truly,
( Slgncd) B. F. YOAKUM.

DEATH OF W. \V. CUMMIJIt.

IVtii One oC Lcadlnit Ctlliens aml
Finnnctera of Jackaonvittc.

JACKSONVILLE, FLA. December
15..W. W. Cummor, one of Jaickson-
vllle'a most promlncnt citizens. passej
away at his homo here at 7 o'clock to-
nlght, after a llngerlng lllness. Mr.
Cummer was at tho head of the blg
Cummer Lumbor Company, and tho
Cummer Phoaphatc Works, and was
vlce-prealdent of tho Cook-Cummer
Steamship Company, whlch runs a llno
of schoonor bargcs between Jackson-
ville and Philadolphia and Provldenco
ln the lumber and coal trade.

I.oatli to Glve Paator Cp.
[Special to Tho Tlmcs-tDlspatch.]

LYNCHBURG, VA, Deccmbor 25..-It
is expected that tho congregation of
the IUvormont Avenuo Presbytorian
Church. at a meetlng to be hold Sun¬
day, wlll adopt rcsolutlons calllng
upon the Montgomery Presbytery ta.
refU30 to permlt tho pastor, Bov. P. B,
IIlll, to go to West End Churoh, Roan-
okc, to whlch church ho has recently;
accepted a call. Tho ofDcers of tha
church aro hopeful that' they can pre-
vent Mr. Hill from leavlng tho elty.

Thomnsi.Bnrblerl.
[Special to Tho Tlrucs-Dlspatch.J

LYNCHBURG, VA., Decombor 25...
Yesterday afternoon- at tho parsonage
of Centenary Mothodist Church, Mlss
Mary R. Barblerl, of Lynchburg-, was
married to Thomas Iv Thomas, of.Am-
herst county. Rov. J. A. Thomas offl-
clatlng.

Morrla.Callahan.
[Special to The Tlmca-DIspatch.]

LYNCHBURG, VA.. December 25..
Last ovening at tho parsonage of Cen¬
tenary Mothodist Church, Mis& Fannlo
K. Callahan was married to J. P. Mor¬
rls, hoth belng residonts of Lynchburg.
Rov. .1. A. Thomas performed the cero-
inony, They will llve ln tho clty.

EsKleafon.Hortoti.
[Special to Tho Tlmes-Dlspatch.']

ETJREKA MILLS, VA.. December 35'j
-Mlss Florence Morton, daughter of

Mr. and Mrs. .loseph T. Morton, and
I-Ierbert A. Egglcston were married
at Brlery Preabyterian Church yes¬
terday mornlng at 10 o'clook. Rev,
Hugh Henry, pastor of ifce brlde, per¬
formed tho ceremopy.

Gnlncs.-Brookmnn.
[Special to Tho Ttmes-Diapatch. j

LYNCHBURG, VA.. December 23..
Yesterday at tho home of Mr. and
Mrs. W. S. Frazter, Mlsa Maude Brock-
man was married to Clareneo P.
Galnes. Rev. I. T. Jacobs. pastor of
Franklln Street Bapttst Church, offi-
clated.

Muaonlo OlTh-un. for Comlng Tear,
[Special to Tho Tlmos-Dlapatch.)

CAPE cHARI.KS. VA., Decombor ...M
a meotlnit of Northumpton Lodso, Miisona,
of Eastvllle. A.. V. and A. M.. Frfday nlght.
thq followlng offtcors wero chosen for an¬
other torm: G. T. Tyaon. maator; Eiiward
llollund, aonlor warden; J. T. Wllklna, thlrd
sonlor deacoa; W, W. Bradtord. junior d»a-
fon; P. Schor. tilor; J. A. .Urvls. txeaaunar.
The tnutullatlon wlll take placo Tucaday
nlght._

'South llill Tobacee- MarL-et.
[Spuotul lo Thu Timea- DUooUb, ]

SOUTtt Hlhl.. VA., Decambar W.-.The
tobacco warehouse* ut thla place ahut duwu
Tuoaday for tho holldaya and -wlll reauma
a«uin .lamiiry 3. The weaaon ua far haa
fcybn, m»»t autlsl'ai:iory. both to Ihe farmw
and warohou»«m«n In the lmtory «( tb>»
local market. Thn suea havo U-jan heavjar.,'
aud tha prlcoa betlor than tor ytwxa. 1% U:
.-¦timat«d lhat about two-tbtrd* of tha crtftv
feui been murltoWd,


